
Artwork • Bitcoin • Compliance 
    

A jurisdiction-by-jurisdiction guide for artists paid in crypto.  
 

 

               
 
                                              



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is educational information, not legal, tax, or immigration  
advice, and is not a substitute for a licensed professional in 
the specific country you live or plan to live in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issued in July 2026 

Author: Ana Nives Radovic 

© Artopie 

 



ARTOPIE                                                                                                                       Artwork • Bitcoin • Compliance 
 

3 

  

Table of Contents 

Introduction ....................................................................................................................................... 4 

The One Rule That Changes Everything ......................................................................................... 5 

1.1  The two taxable moments, in every country in this guide ..................................................... 5 

Immigration Status Comes Before Tax Status ................................................................................. 6 

If you are an EU / EFTA / EEA citizen .......................................................................................... 6 

If you are a non-EU / EFTA / EEA citizen ..................................................................................... 6 

Country-by-Country: Tax Treatment of Bitcoin Income ................................................................... 8 

3.1  Switzerland ............................................................................................................................ 8 

3.2  Norway ................................................................................................................................... 9 

3.3  France .................................................................................................................................. 10 

3.4  Netherlands .......................................................................................................................... 11 

3.5  Other EU Member States and the EU-Wide Layer  ............................................................ 12 

3.6  United States ....................................................................................................................... 14 

3.7  Monaco ................................................................................................................................ 15 

Reporting and Visibility: What Tax Authorities Can Actually See .................................................. 17 

Comparing the Jurisdictions ........................................................................................................... 18 

5.1  If the goal is minimizing total tax on bitcoin income ............................................................ 19 

5.2  If the goal is a legal and social-security structure built for artists ........................................ 19 

5.3  If the goal is straightforward immigration access as an EU/EFTA/EEA citizen .................. 19 

Practical Compliance Checklist ...................................................................................................... 20 

 



ARTOPIE                                                                                                                       Artwork • Bitcoin • Compliance 
 

4 

 

Introduction 

Bitcoin doesn’t create a legal loophole. That’s the single idea this guide keeps returning 

to, across seven very different tax systems and immigration regimes. 

A fine artist who decides to accept only cryptocurrency is not opting out of tax authorities’ 

reach – they are simply choosing an unusual payment method, one that still gets converted 

to a local currency value, still counts as income the day it’s received, and still needs to be 

reported the same as if a collector had handed over cash. 

What actually changes from country to country isn’t whether bitcoin income is taxable, but 

how it’s categorized, what rate applies, whether a separate capital-gains layer kicks in 

later, and, just as importantly, whether the artist is even legally allowed to live and work 

there in the first place. 

This guide walks through all of that, jurisdiction by jurisdiction, with every factual claim 

marked by how confidently it’s been verified, because an artist deciding where to live and 

how to file taxes deserves to know not just what the rules are, but how sure anyone can 

actually be about them. 
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1 

The One Rule That Changes Everything 

Refusing fiat currency does not create a special tax category. In every jurisdiction 

covered in this guide – Switzerland, Norway, France, the Netherlands, the rest of the 

EU, the United States, and Monaco – tax authorities treat bitcoin received for goods or 

services as property or an asset, converted into the local currency at its market value 

on the day it was received. Whether the buyer pays in euros, dollars, francs, or bitcoin 

makes no difference to whether the income is taxable, only to the paperwork you 

generate proving what it was worth. This means an artist who “only accepts bitcoin” is 

not opting out of any tax system. They are simply choosing a payment rail. 

When you get paid in this manner, two things that are quite different happen: (1) you 

need to assign a fixed fiat-currency value for each transaction at the time of receipt of 

the BTC, since it is that amount that tax authorities will use to establish your income 

tax and social security contributions; (2) if the value of bitcoin rises or falls from the day 

of its receipt to the day it’s actually sold or used, such a change is also a separate 

taxable event. 

1.1  The two taxable moments, in every country in this guide 

Moment What happens How it’s usually taxed 

1. Receipt A collector pays you 0.01 BTC for a 

painting. 
Ordinary business/self-employment 

income, valued in local currency at that 

day’s exchange rate. Taxed at your 

normal income tax and social-security 

rates – the same as if you’d been paid in 

cash. 

2. Later disposal Months later you convert that 0.01 BTC to 

euros, or use it to pay a supplier, and its 

value has changed. 

A separate capital gain or loss on the 

difference between the value at receipt 

(your “cost basis”) and the value when you 

disposed of it. Rules on this vary far more 

between countries than the rule on 

Moment 1 does. 

NOTE   Because every sale must be valued the moment you receive it, you need a disciplined 

record: date, BTC amount, exchange rate used, source of that rate, and buyer identity. This 

single habit does more to protect you from a bad tax audit than any jurisdiction choice discussed 

later in this guide. 
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2 

Immigration Status Comes Before Tax Status 

Before asking “how do I report bitcoin income,” a foreign artist has to ask a prior question: “Am 

I even legally allowed to be self-employed here?” Tax residency and immigration status are 

two separate legal questions, and getting the second one wrong can matter more than any tax 

optimization. 

2.1  If you are an EU / EFTA / EEA citizen 

The citizens of EU countries, as well as those from EFTA (Switzerland, Iceland, Liechtenstein) 

and EEA (including Norway) countries, enjoy the benefits of freedom of movement. This 

particular entails the following: 

• An individual may move to Switzerland or Norway to work without undergoing a lengthy 

process that requires the approval of the employer for visas and quotas, which is the 

case for other nationalities. 

• The person in question is still required to register if his or her stay in the country exceeds 

90 days, allowing him or her to secure a five-year renewable B permit in Switzerland or 

register with the police or UDI in Norway. 

• EU citizens gain the same opportunity when moving from one country to another within 

the European Union, which enables artists from such countries as Croatia and Bulgaria to 

operate in France without having to obtain additional immigration permits after registering 

with the respective authorities. 

2.2  If you are a non-EU / EFTA / EEA citizen 

This is the harder path everywhere in this guide, and it is worth understanding before falling in 

love with a particular country’s tax regime: 

Switzerland 

Third-country nationals face annual quotas and must show their self-employed activity serves 

“the overall interests of the Swiss economy” – a genuinely high bar historically reserved for 

well-qualified, well-capitalized entrepreneurs, not typically an easy route for an individual 

painter with modest turnover. 

Holders of a C permit (Swiss settlement permit, generally after 10 years of residence, or 5 

years for some nationalities) may become self-employed freely, without a separate permit 

procedure. An L permit (short-term) is generally unsuitable for self-employment. 
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Norway 

Non-EEA nationals need a UDI residence permit for self-employed persons under the 

Immigration Act. This requires “skilled worker” qualifications (broadly, at least three years of 

relevant vocational/secondary education or equivalent higher education or experience), a 

viable business plan, and proof you can support yourself. 

The permit is tied to the specific business and is typically issued for up to two years at a time, 

renewable. 

France 

A non-EU artist wanting to live in France as a self-employed professional typically needs a 

long-stay visa/residence permit suited to self-employed or liberal-profession activity 

(commonly discussed as the “profession libérale” or “passeport talent” pathways, depending 

on profile), obtained before or shortly after arrival, separate from any tax registration. 

Netherlands 

A non-EU artist generally needs the IND’s residence permit for self-employed persons, which 

normally requires passing a points-based “essential interest to the Dutch economy” test. Self-

employed artists are explicitly exempted from this points system and instead assessed for 

“essential interest to Dutch culture” via the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science. US and 

Japanese nationals have a separate, easier route under the Dutch-American Friendship Treaty 

or Dutch-Japanese Trade Treaty, skipping the points system for a minimum business amount 

investment instead. This does not apply to other nationalities. 

United States 

There is no general “self-employment visa.” A foreign fine artist typically needs a category 

matched to artistic work – commonly the O-1B (extraordinary ability in the arts) or P-3 

(culturally unique artist/entertainer) nonimmigrant visas – sponsored by a US agent, or an 

employment-based immigrant path for permanent residence. Selling artwork informally while 

holding a tourist visa (ESTA/B-2) is a form of unauthorized self-employment in the US. 

Monaco 

If you are not a citizen of an EEA/EU/Swiss country, your first step is to get a French long-stay 

(Type D) visa, because there is no consulate in Monaco, and France handles this issue, after 

which you will be able to receive a Monaco residence permit and apply for self-employment 

permission. 

NOTE   Overstaying a tourist entry to “just sell paintings” is an immigration violation independent of 

any tax question, and in most of these countries it also means any income earned is earned 

illegally, which typically makes the tax and social-security consequences worse, not better. 
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3 

Country-by-Country: Tax Treatment of Bitcoin Income 

3.1  Switzerland 

EU/EFTA citizens: straightforward B-permit self-employment route. Non-EU/EFTA citizens: 

quota-limited, tied to the “overall economic interest” test described above; a settled C-permit 

holder can self-employ without a separate permit. 

Switzerland draws a sharp line between private wealth management and professional/self-

employed activity.  

Profit from trade or sale of cryptocurrencies on a personal basis is mainly tax-free under the 

exemption for private gains in the law on taxation of capital gains by the Swiss federal tax 

authorities, which can be seen as one of the reasons for the reputation of Switzerland as an 

example of “0% tax on capital gains from cryptocurrencies”.  

The document does not verify the specific provision of the law and does not attempt to compare 

the current version of the act with that of the Swiss tax authorities (ESTV). 

That exemption is described consistently as applying to personal investment gains, not to 

income received as payment for goods or services. A self-employed artist accepting bitcoin as 

payment would have that bitcoin treated as business income, valued in Swiss francs at the 

exchange rate on the day of receipt, and taxed as ordinary self-employment income at federal, 

cantonal, and communal levels. 

Cantonal and communal income and wealth tax rates differ substantially by canton and 

municipality – this document does not quote specific cantonal percentages, because they vary 

too much and change too often to state reliably here; check the specific canton’s tax 

administration site. 

A separate “professional trader” classification – which would tax even personal portfolio gains 

as income – can apply based on factors such as trading frequency, use of leverage, or reliance 

on trading as a primary source of income. This is distinct from being paid in bitcoin, but worth 

flagging if the artist also actively trades what they receive. 

Registering with the Commercial Register is commonly described as mandatory only above 

CHF 100,000 annual turnover, with liberal professions (including artists) often exempt from 

that specific registration regardless of turnover – though tax and AHV/OASI social-security 

registration still apply. Confirm current thresholds with your canton. 
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Swiss VAT registration is usually considered compulsory once CHF 100,000 is reached in 

Swiss-taxable turnover, with transactions with foreign clients generally regarded as exempt 

from Swiss VAT because the principles of place of supply follow the location of the purchaser. 

An implementation of the OECD’s Crypto-Asset Reporting Framework (CARF) has taken place 

in Switzerland and is indicated to come into effect on 1 January 2026 according to Swiss tax 

advisory publications, whilst the first international data exchange between jurisdictions is 

expected to take place not earlier than in 2027. Confirm current status with the ESTV. 

NOTE   There is no crypto-specific tax break for fine artists in Switzerland. The favorable 0% figure 

widely quoted is about private capital gains, not business income received as payment for goods 

or services. 

 

3.2  Norway 

EEA citizens: free movement, register with police/UDI after 3 months. Non-EEA citizens: a 

dedicated, fairly demanding self-employed residence permit requiring skilled-worker 

qualifications and a viable business plan. 

Skatteetaten (Norway’s tax authority) classifies cryptocurrency as a capital asset, not currency, 

and taxes gains on sale, exchange, or use of crypto – including using it to pay for something 

– as capital income at a flat 22% rate, with realized losses deductible at the same 22%. Simply 

holding crypto without disposing of it triggers no gains tax. 

Bitcoin received as payment for artwork sold as part of a genuine business activity is valued in 

NOK at the moment of receipt and reported as business income; self-employed artists typically 

register via the enkeltpersonforetak (sole proprietorship) route through the Brønnøysund 

Register Centre. (This specific characterization – business income vs. simple capital gain – 

was not independently traced to an official Skatteetaten ruling for the artist scenario 

specifically; confirm with Skatteetaten or a Norwegian tax advisor.)  

Any later change in the bitcoin’s value before you spend or convert it is a separate, additional 

realization taxed at the same flat 22% when it happens. 

Wealth tax applies once net wealth exceeds a threshold that is reset annually – commonly 

reported as roughly NOK 1.7–1.8 million depending on the tax year – at combined 

municipal/state rates around 1.0–1.1%, assessed on the portfolio’s NOK value as of 1 January, 

with no valuation discount for crypto (unlike some listed securities). Confirm the exact current-

year threshold and rate directly on skatteetaten.no, since both are set fresh each year. 

According to its own press release, the Norwegian Tax Administration confirms that the OECD 

Crypto-Asset Reporting Framework (CARF) came into effect from 1 January 2026, making it 

mandatory for cryptocurrency exchanges and custodial service providers to provide 
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transaction data about their users to the Tax Administration every year, including information 

about people who have not self-declared ownership of cryptocurrencies, additionally to 

Norway’s earlier implementation of the Common Reporting Standard (CRS). 

NOTE   Norway offers rate predictability (a flat 22%) but no crypto-specific benefit and no special 

art-sales regime; the immigration bar for non-EEA self-employed artists is real and should be 

resolved before any tax planning. 

3.3  France 

EU citizens: free movement, simple business registration. Non-EU citizens: need a long-stay 

visa/residence permit suited to self-employed or liberal-profession activity before or upon 

establishing the business. 

France is the one country in this guide with a tax and social-security system built specifically 

for visual artists, distinct from ordinary freelancers. A painter, sculptor, or similar visual artist 

register as an artiste-auteur (visual/plastic artist) and is affiliated with a dedicated social-

security branch (historically the Maison des Artistes; recovery of contributions is now handled 

by Urssaf, specifically the Urssaf Limousin artist-authors office). 

Income from selling original artwork as an artiste-auteur is reported as bénéfices non 

commerciaux (BNC) – confirmed on the official government portal service-public.gouv.fr 

(Entreprendre Service Public / Direction de l’information légale et administrative). 

The micro-BNC threshold, confirmed on service-public.gouv.fr as of its 20 February 2026 

update: €77,700 for income earned in 2025, rising to €83,600 for income earned in 2026. Below 

this threshold a flat 34% expense deduction applies automatically; above it (or by election) the 

déclaration contrôlée regime allows deduction of actual expenses instead. 

If a collector pays in bitcoin, professional tax-advisory sources describe the sale as valued in 

euros at the rate on the day of receipt and declared as ordinary BNC income exactly like a 

cash sale – not shifted into the separate, more favorable personal-investment flat-tax regime. 

French VAT on the sale of an original artwork by the artist is commonly cited at a reduced 

5.5% rate versus the standard 20% (one source – the artists’ union CAAP – lists 5.5% on 

artwork sales and 10% on copyright/royalty income specifically). This benefit is about the 

nature of the sale, not the payment method – crypto or cash makes no VAT difference. Confirm 

current rates on impots.gouv.fr before relying on them. 

Bitcoin that appreciates after receipt, before it’s sold or spent, is described by tax-advisory 

sources as a separate digital-asset capital gain subject to France’s flat tax on crypto disposals 

(commonly cited as 12.8% income tax + 18.6% social levies = 30–31% combined), legally 

distinct from the BNC income tax on the original art sale. Confirm the current combined rate, 

as social-levy components can shift. 
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Registration: an artiste-auteur choosing the BNC route typically registers via the Guichet 

unique (INPI) for a SIRET number, then declares annual artistic income both to French tax 

authorities and via the dedicated artistes-auteurs.urssaf.fr portal (social-security contributions 

to Urssaf Limousin, commonly cited around 17% of the social-contribution base, though this 

figure moves year to year). 

NOTE   This is the strongest case in this guide for “industry does matter” – but the benefit (reduced 

VAT, artist-specific social security) is about being a visual artist, not about accepting crypto. 

Being paid in bitcoin still triggers the same BNC income recognition and the same separate 

crypto capital-gains rules as anyone else. 

3.4  Netherlands 

Per IND.nl (Dutch Immigration and Naturalization Service), updated 9 April 2026: a non-EU 

self-employed applicant’s work generally must be of “essential interest to the Dutch economy,” 

assessed by the Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO) across three areas – personal 

experience, business plan, and added value for the Netherlands – with a general points test 

requiring at least 30 points in each area, or 45 points each for personal experience and 

business plan. 

A specific, verified exemption directly relevant to fine artists: the IND’s own page states that 

the points-scoring system does not apply if “you practice an independent profession. You are, 

for example, a medical specialist or artist.” Self-employed artists are instead assessed for 

“essential interest to Dutch culture” via advice from the Ministry of Education, Culture and 

Science (OCW) – triggered, per the IND, by situations such as being paid directly from a 

national culture fund (Rijkscultuurfonds) or working for a qualifying Dutch cultural institution 

with a genuine need for the artist’s work. 

Two other categories are also exempt from the points system: Turkish nationals (under a 

separate legal standstill arrangement) and holders of long-term EU residence status from 

another EU member state. 

US and Japanese nationals have a distinct, easier route: under the Dutch-American Friendship 

Treaty (DAFT) or the Dutch-Japanese Trade Treaty, the points system is skipped entirely. Per 

IND.nl, eligible situations include practicing an independent profession or investing “substantial 

capital” – for most business forms, a minimum of €4,500 – in a Dutch business. This route 

does not apply to citizens of other countries. 

The self-employed residence permit (general or treaty-based) is valid for a maximum of 2 

years, renewable, and is a Type I temporary regular residence permit per IND.nl. 

Applicants must also register in the Dutch Chamber of Commerce Trade Register (KVK) and 

meet general income requirements evidenced by a business plan, per IND.nl. 
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The Belastingdienst’s (Dutch Tax Administration) own page on crypto assets confirms that 

from 1 January 2026, crypto service providers must share client and transaction data with the 

Belastingdienst under the EU’s DAC8 directive – and states explicitly that this change does 

not alter how you declare or pay tax, only what the tax authority can see. 

Directly on point for a paid-in-crypto artist: the Belastingdienst’s official guidance for 

entrepreneurs states plainly that if your clients pay you in crypto, you must convert that revenue 

to euros using the most commonly used exchange rate at the time of the transaction, and 

include the converted amount in your business turnover (omzet) – the same treatment as any 

other form of payment. 

The Dutch income tax system splits income into “boxes.” Profit from a registered sole-trader 

business (eenmanszaak) – including art sales – is taxed as “winst uit onderneming” (profit from 

business) in Box 1, at the Netherlands’ progressive income tax rates. Crypto held as personal 

investment, not reasonably needed for running the business, is required by the 

Belastingdienst’s own guidance to be moved to private wealth, taxed in Box 3. 

Box 3 taxes a deemed (“fictitious”) return on net wealth above an annual tax-free allowance 

that is reset each year and has moved substantially over time (secondary sources cite figures 

from roughly €30,800 in 2020 to roughly €57,000 for 2025) – confirm the current-year figure 

directly on belastingdienst.nl. Box 3’s calculation method has also been under active legal and 

political reform following a 2021 Dutch Supreme Court ruling against the previous fictitious-

return system, so the mechanism itself may continue to change. 

General small-business deductions available to any Dutch sole trader meeting the required 

conditions – such as the zelfstandigenaftrek (self-employed deduction) and MKB-

winstvrijstelling (SME profit exemption) – can reduce Box 1 taxable profit. These are ordinary 

small-business tax mechanics, not specific to being paid in crypto or being an artist; confirm 

current rates and eligibility with a Dutch accountant or the Belastingdienst. 

NOTE   The Netherlands has no crypto-specific tax break for fine artists – the euro-conversion-at-

receipt rule for business income applies the same regardless of profession. Its genuinely 

distinctive feature, confirmed directly against IND’s own page, is on the immigration side: fine 

artists are carved out of the general points-based self-employment test and assessed through a 

separate cultural-interest pathway instead. 

 

3.5  Other EU Member States, and the EU-Wide Layer 

VAT treatment of crypto itself: the Court of Justice of the EU’s 2015 Hedqvist ruling held that 

exchanging cryptocurrency for fiat currency is exempt from VAT across the EU, because crypto 

functions as a means of payment. This is about the crypto exchange transaction, not about 

VAT on the artwork you sell – an artist charging in bitcoin still owes normal (or reduced, where 

applicable) VAT on the artwork sale itself, calculated on the euro value of what they received. 
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The Eighth Directive on Administrative Cooperation (DAC8) of the European Union will take 

effect on January 1, 2026.  

Crypto-asset service providers that run an operation in or provide services to the EU will be 

required to gather KYC information and submit an annual report on user transactions to the 

tax authority of the member country where the provider is registered.  

On this basis, the EU tax agencies will make the first cross-border data exchange by 

September 30, 2027. This will include the exchange of data on all operations conducted in 

2026, which concerns crypto users operating from the EU. 

The MiCA regulation (Markets in Crypto-Assets Regulation) provides for harmonization in 

licensing and supervision of crypto-asset service providers but does not include the rules of 

income tax calculation, which continues to be viewed differently by each nation. 

 

Country Reduced VAT rate on original art sold by the artist Standard VAT rate 

France 5.5% 20% 

Germany 7% 19% 

Luxembourg 8% 17% 

Spain 10% 21% 

Italy 10% (proposals to cut further under discussion) 22% 

Denmark 5% (“artist VAT”), for first-time sales of new original works 

once annual sales exceed DKK 300,000 

25% 

 

NOTE   Since a 2022 EU directive 2022/542 took effect in most member states from January 

2025, dealers/galleries generally can no longer combine a reduced VAT rate on acquisition with 

the older “margin scheme” (VAT only on profit margin) on resale – that older margin scheme is 

now mainly relevant to secondary-market resellers, not to an artist selling their own new work 

directly. Rates and thresholds change; verify with the destination country’s tax authority before 

relying on a specific percentage. 

 

There is no EU-wide harmonized income-tax rule (income tax remains a national competence), 

but the pattern is consistent: bitcoin received for art is ordinary self-employment/business 

income valued in local currency at receipt, taxed under whatever domestic income-tax and 

social-contribution rules apply to a self-employed person in that country, and any later 

appreciation of the coin itself is typically a separate capital gain governed by that country’s 
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crypto capital-gains regime (which varies enormously – some countries tax it like any other 

asset, some exempt long-held personal holdings, and rates and holding-period rules differ by 

country). 

 

3.6  United States 

A foreign artist needs a status that authorizes self-employment/independent artistic work – 

commonly O-1B or P-3, or lawful permanent residence – before earning US income. Tax 

residency is then a separate question from immigration status. 

Two distinct tests are conducted by the IRS to determine if a non-citizen is either a resident 

alien (taxed on earnings worldwide and must file Form 1040) or a non-resident alien (taxed on 

specific US income and must file Form 1040-NR) – they include the Substantial Presence Test 

and the Green Card Test. 

According to the IRS’s own guidance concerning alien taxation based on immigration status, 

the Substantial Presence Test is defined by physical presence criteria comprising either 31 

days spent on the current year or the weighted 183 days, which are further broken down into 

the current year counted towards this weight along with one-third of the prior year and one-

sixth of the previous year. 

An artist who meets this test is a resident alien for tax purposes and reports worldwide income, 

including worldwide bitcoin income, on Form 1040. The Form 8840 “closer connection” 

exception, which can preserve nonresident status for someone under 183 days in the current 

year with stronger ties abroad, is described on IRS.gov, but its application to a specific person’s 

facts needs professional confirmation. 

According to IRS regulations (the Notice 2014-21 and IRS digital assets section), digital assets 

are considered property. Bitcoins received by independent contractors for their services and 

work are identified as ordinary income, being evaluated based on their market value in dollars 

on the date of receipt. 

Given that the person involved in providing artistic services is not a company employee, his 

income will still be subject to self-employment tax (the combination of Medicare and Social 

Security taxes, which are traditionally referred to as 15.3%, but which may vary according to 

annual adjustments). 

The information about this income must be submitted via Schedule C (the profit/loss report) 

and Schedule SE (about self-employment tax). The information must be transferred to Form 

1040 or Form 1040-NR in compliance with IRS requirements. The client paying $600 or more 

within a year will be obliged to issue Form 1099-NEC, specifying fair market value on the 

payment date. 
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When the bitcoin is sold later on, the IRS treats the differences in bitcoin value from the time 

of the receipt as capital gains, which must be reported using Form 8949/Schedule D. 

NOTE   There is no US federal tax carve-out for fine artists paid in crypto; the self-employment tax 

and worldwide-income exposure (if you’re a resident alien) apply the same as to any other 

independent contractor. 

 

3.7  Monaco 

People from non-EU/EEA/Swiss countries must acquire a long-stay visa (Type D) for France 

and then a residence card for Monaco. This process generally requires proof of residence and 

a significant deposit of at least €500,000 or more, along with a clean criminal history. 

Monaco does not impose an income tax on its residents, which is a long-established principle 

since 1869, covering all types of income from salary payments and freelance activities to 

capital gains, including those earned in crypto. 

A “real” resident in Monaco according to the local taxation rules (more than 183 days spent in 

Monaco a year, or having a “center of vital interests” there, proved by the tax residency 

certificate) can sell works of art for bitcoins, which may later be exchanged or used for 

payment, thus being exempt from personal income taxes in Monaco concerning the sale and/or 

appreciation of the cryptocurrency. 

French nationals are consistently described across sources as a specific exception: those who 

established Monaco residency after 13 October 1957 remain taxable in France on worldwide 

income under the 1963 Franco-Monegasque tax convention regardless of living in Monaco. 

This exception does not apply to other nationalities. 

Operating through a Monaco company, rather than selling as an individual, is described as 

potentially triggering a 25% corporate profit tax where the company earns more than 25% of 

turnover from outside Monaco, or where its activity consists of literary or artistic copyright 

income – worth flagging precisely because it names artistic income specifically, so this needs 

direct confirmation from a Monaco tax advisor before assuming any company structure is tax-

free. 

The specific bank-deposit amount often quoted for Monaco residency applications (frequently 

cited around €500,000 in relocation-advisory sources) is not a published legal minimum in any 

official source this document could confirm – actual requirements are reported to vary by bank, 

applicant profile, and case officer. Treat any specific figure you see, including this one, as 

unverified until confirmed directly with Monaco’s residency authorities or a relocation lawyer. 

Monaco requires self-employed residents to contribute to the CCSS social-security system 

even though there is no income tax. 
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Monaco has a limited double-tax-treaty network (the 1963 France convention being the major 

one) but participates in the OECD’s Common Reporting Standard, meaning other countries 

where the artist retains financial ties may still receive account information even though Monaco 

itself does not tax them. 

NOTE   Monaco is the closest thing to a genuinely tax-free jurisdiction in this guide for a non-

French artist, but the practical entry barriers (French visa prerequisite, large bank deposit, high 

cost of living) are real, and the benefit disappears entirely for French nationals. 
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4 

Reporting and Visibility: What Tax Authorities Can 
Actually See 

The CARF (Crypto-Asset Reporting Framework), developed by the OECD, alongside DAC8, 

which represents the EU implementation process, mandates the licensed/registered crypto-

asset service providers to acquire user identity as well as tax-residence data and report 

transactions annually to tax authorities of the respective jurisdictions, thereby ensuring cross-

border exchange of data between the involved countries. The new regulations will come into 

effect within the EU for data collection as of 1 January 2026, with the first exchanges predicted 

to occur on 30 September 2027 with respect to activity in 2026. In its turn, Switzerland 

implemented a similar framework but did not commence with its first data exchange until 2027 

at the earliest. 

This reporting targets custodial platforms, not self-custody wallets. A bitcoin payment received 

directly into a wallet where the artist holds their own private keys (no exchange or custodian 

involved) generally falls outside CASP-based reporting – but the underlying income is still fully 

taxable, and the artist remains legally obligated to declare it themselves. “The exchange won’t 

report it” is not the same as “it’s not taxable.” 

Once an artist does convert crypto to fiat through any licensed exchange, or moves funds into 

a bank account, that transaction creates exactly the kind of paper trail these frameworks and 

ordinary bank anti-money-laundering rules are built to surface. 

Norway, France, Switzerland, and the US all already require exchanges to perform KYC and, 

in many cases, share data with domestic tax authorities independent of the newer international 

frameworks. 
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5 

Comparing the Jurisdictions 

Jurisdiction 

 
Tax on crypto 
payment 
received for art 

 
Tax on later 
crypto 
appreciation 

 
Ease of entry (non-
EU/EEA/Swiss) 

 
Artist-specific 
benefit? 

Switzerland Ordinary self-
employment 
income + AHV 
contributions; 
cantonal + federal 
rates 

Tax-free if 
genuinely a private 
holder (not the 
payment itself); 
professional-trader 
rules can override 
this 

Difficult – quota-based, 
high economic-interest 
bar 

No 

Norway Ordinary income at 
flat 22% 

Also 22%, FIFO 
basis; wealth tax 

above NOK 1.7m 

Difficult – skilled-worker 
self-employment permit 

required 

No 

France BNC business 
income, 
progressive rates + 
social contributions 

Separate 31.4% flat 
tax on the coin’s 
own gain 

Moderate – self-
employed/liberal-
profession visa route 
exists 

Yes – artiste-
auteur regime + 
5.5% VAT on 
original art 

Other EU (general) Ordinary business 
income under 
domestic rules 

Varies widely by 
country 

Varies by member 
state’s national rules 

Reduced VAT 
on original art in 
several member 

states 

Netherlands Box 1 business 
income at 
progressive rates; 
crypto converted to 
EUR at receipt 
(Belastingdienst 
confirmed) 

Box 3 deemed-
return wealth tax on 
personal crypto 
holdings above 
annual allowance 

Difficult generally, but 
artists get a distinct, 
non-points-based 
“essential interest to 
Dutch culture” route 
(IND confirmed); 
US/Japanese nationals 
get an easier 
DAFT/treaty route 

Yes – artists are 
exempt from the 
general 
immigration 
points system 
(immigration-
side, not tax-
side) 

United States Ordinary income + 
self-employment 
tax (~15.3%) 

Capital gains 
(0/15/20% long-
term) 

Difficult without O-1B/P-
3 sponsorship or 
immigrant visa 

No 

Monaco No personal 
income tax (except 

French nationals) 

No personal 
income tax (except 

French nationals) 

Difficult – French visa 
prerequisite, high 

financial bar 

No (benefit is 
jurisdiction-wide, 

not art-specific) 
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5.1  If the goal is minimizing total tax on Bitcoin income 

Monaco offers the cleanest answer for a non-French artist who can clear its residency bar – 

genuine zero personal tax on both the original sale and any later crypto appreciation. 

Switzerland is the best-known “crypto-friendly” reputation, but that reputation is about personal 

investment gains, not income received as payment for goods and services, which is taxed 

normally there like anywhere else. 

5.2  If the goal is a legal and social-security structure built for artists 

France stands alone in this guide as a jurisdiction with a dedicated artist-author social-security 

and tax framework, plus a meaningfully reduced VAT rate on original art. It does not reduce 

tax on the bitcoin itself, but it is the only system here that treats “being a fine artist” as a distinct 

legal category at all. 

5.3  If the goal is straightforward immigration access as an 
EU/EFTA/EEA citizen 

A citizen of an EU member state relocating to another EU country, Norway, or (with somewhat 

more friction) Switzerland, avoids the hardest immigration barrier described in this guide. For 

a non-EU citizen – including citizens that are not EU members – every jurisdiction here requires 

clearing a real immigration hurdle before any tax question becomes relevant, and that hurdle 

should usually be resolved, or at least mapped out with an immigration lawyer, before choosing 

a country based on its tax treatment of bitcoin. The Netherlands is a partial exception worth 

flagging directly: its immigration authority (IND) explicitly exempts self-employed artists from 

the general points-based economic-interest test, routing them instead through a cultural-

interest assessment – the one place in this guide where being a fine artist demonstrably 

changes the immigration process itself, not just a tax rate. 
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6 

Practical Compliance Checklist 

Confirm your immigration/residence status permits self-employment in your country of 

residence – this is a legal prerequisite independent of tax. 

Ensure that you are registered as self-employed in the relevant local category (for example, 

Swiss sole proprietor and AHV; Norwegian enkeltpersonforetak; French artiste-auteur through 

the Guichet unique/SIRET) either before making your first sale or immediately afterwards. 

For every sale made and paid for in bitcoin, note down the date, amount of BTC, its fiat 

equivalent value at that given point in time, the exchange rate source, and the buyer’s identity 

if you are informed about it. 

Track cost basis separately from the income event – the value at receipt becomes your basis 

for any future capital-gain calculation when you eventually convert or spend the coin. 

Register for VAT if turnover exceeds your country’s threshold, and confirm whether a reduced 

rate applies to original art sold directly by the artist in your country. 

Budget to convert a portion of bitcoin received into fiat currency specifically to pay taxes and 

social contributions – most tax authorities and social-security bodies do not accept payment 

in cryptocurrency. 

If holding crypto on a custodial exchange based abroad, check your country’s foreign-account 

disclosure rules (e.g., France’s Form 3916-bis; the US FBAR/FATCA regime) – self-custody 

wallets are generally treated differently from custodial exchange accounts, but confirm current 

rules, as this area is actively evolving. 

Before relocating for tax reasons, get a written opinion from a licensed tax advisor in the 

destination country and, separately, an immigration lawyer – the two questions have different 

rules and different professionals. 


